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Synopsis of State and Intelligence material reported to the President 


LAOS 

We have informed Embassy Vientiane that we are seriously concerned 
by indications that the elections in Laos have been so rigged as to in- 
validate them in the eyes of world opinion. We fear that Laos' reputa- 
tion for fairness will be damaged and that suspicions that the Govern- 
ment is not supported by the population will be strengthened* Moreover, 
it may become considerably more difficult for Laos' friends to support 
it diplomatically and economically. 

UK - CYPRUS 

A Foreign Office official has informed Embassy London that, during 
meetings April 22 and 25, the UK had succeeded in bringing Makarios 
to agree to an acceptable figure on the area of its Cyprus bases. While 
tiie official did not indicate the exact figure on which agreement was 
reached, he said that haggling had now begun over delimitation on the 
map of the bases' boundaries. With regard to economic assistance, the 
official said Makarios seems to hope: 1) to increase the present British 
offer of ten million pounds over five years •• the official said the UK 
would make only a small adjustment; 2) to revise the "formula" for aid 
to indicate the willingness of the UK to review the question of additional 
assistance after five years -- the UK wishes to avoid any commitment 
to continue aid; and 3) to insure that assistance is distributed evenly 
over the entire five year period -- the British wish to provide aid in 
gradually reducing amounts. The official declined to estimate when the 
negotiations might be concluded or how soon thereafter independence 
would come about. 



MOROCCO 


Embassy Rabat reports the Moroccans are confused and disarrayed in 
the face of our recent withdrawals from Sites Two and Five and their I 
subsequent relinquishment by French forces to the Moroccan Army. 

An Embassy officer was called to the Foreign Office twice yesterday 
evening regarding the turnover of Site Five to the French. A prelim- 
inary reconstruction of events would seem to indicate that: 1) French 
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